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Jefferson and the popularity of the French revo-
lution, it was common for well-educated young
men to avow their want of faith in the Bible.
Mr. Randolph said that, scorning to adopt opin-
ions without examination, he resolved to investi-
gate the claims of Christianity to divine inspira-
tion. He deemed it fair, as the Bible was a record
of the Christian religion, to read that first. He
commenced a careful and searching examination
of it, not doubting but that he should find the
proofs of its falsehood. He had not read through
it, he stated, before he was convinced that a mole
might have composed the Principia of Newton
as easily as uninspired men could have written
the Bible. His conduct was not always in har-
mony with his convictions; but subsequently,
through all the vicissitudes of his remarkable and
somewhat eccentric life, he was an open, earnest
defender of Christianity."

When the Scriptures and the religion founded
upon them are thus dealt with, the result must be
an abiding conviction that they are of God, and
therefore possess divine authority for the regula-
tion of human conduct. Christianity alone locates
an objective hope, like a lighthouse, upon the far-
ther shore; which throws its beams athwart the
intervening utter darkness for the encouragement
and consolation of the soul anxious about the fu-
ture. That utter darkness rests upon the inland
sea of death. And when you slip your cable for
the crossing, what is there but the lighthouse of
Christian objective hope by which you can steer
for the better land with no fear of missing your